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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the office action from 8/23/2005, the applicant has submitted an 
amendment, filed 12/23/2005, amending claims 1 and 26, while arguing to traverse the art 
rejection based on the limitation regarding verbal identification of: what a fixation target is that 
is displayed, a change in direction of a fixation target, and a symbol change of a fixation target 
(Amendment, Pages 10-13), In Ught of the appHcant's arguments and for the reasons given 
below, claims 1-38 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

• Change the numbering sequence of claims 32, 33, 32, 33, 34, 35, and 36 to 52, 33, 34, 35, 

36, 37, and 38. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-38 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to Claims 1 and 26, the prior art of record fails to expUcitly teach or fairly 
suggest a method and system for establishing fixation in a visual field perimeter test wherein a 
displayed fixation symbol is identified by a test subject with a spoken response indicating what 
the predetermined fixation symbol is that is displayed on a monitor (i.e., the specific name of a 
shape, letter, picture, number, or other easily identifiable image). The spoken response is then 
evaluated using a speech recognizer and if the symbol is correctly identified, a perimeter test 
stimulus is displayed to the subject rapidly thereafter. 

Although Sinclair et al (U.S. Patent: 5,589,897) teaches displaying a fixation target prior 
to presenting a field perimeter test stimulus and verifying such a test stimulus using speech 
recognition (Col 5, Line 23- Col 6, Line 17), Sinclair does not teach any type of user 
verification of what a fixation target is that is displayed and makes no mention of identifying the 
fixation target using speech recognition. Although Rorabaugh does teach verifying the presence 
of a fixation stimuli using speech recognition (Col 33, Line 61- Col 35, Line 26), Rorabaugh 
merely teaches identifying the presence of such stimuli using speech recognition and does not 
teach verbally identifying what the fixation target is that is displayed to a test subject. Thus, 
claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record. 
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Claims 2-10 and 27-38 further limit an allowable independent claim, and thus, are also 
allowable over the prior art of record. 

With respect to Claim 11, the prior art of record fails to explicitly teach or fairly suggest 
a method and system for estabUshing fixation in a visual field perimeter test wherein a change in 
a direction of movement of a displayed fixation symbol is identified by a test subject with a 
spoken response. The spoken response is then evaluated using a speech recognizer and if the 
change in direction is correctly identified, a perimeter test stimulus is displayed to the subject 
rapidly thereafl;er. 

Although Kasha (U.S. Patent: 5, 737, 060) teaches a means for responding to a fixation 
target direction change (Col P, Lines 28-45 and Col 6, Lines 8-24), Kasha, as is noted by the 
applicant (Amendment, Page 13), does not teach any type of verbal identification with respect to 
the fixation target, as is required by the presently claimed invention. Sinclair and Rorabaugh, 
also fail to identify such a change in direction using speech. Thus, claim 1 1 is allowable over the 
prior art of record. 

Claims 12-18 further limit an allowable independent claim, and thus, are also allowable 
over the prior art of record. 

With respect to Claim 19, the prior art of record fails to explicitly teach or fairly suggest 
a method and system for establishing fixation in a visual field perimeter test wherein a change of 
a displayed fixation symbol is identified by a test subject with a spoken response. The spoken 
response is then evaluated using a speech recognizer and if the change in symbol is correctly 
identified, a perimeter test stimulus is displayed to the subject rapidly thereafter. 
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Although Kasha (US. Patent: 5,565,949) teaches a means for responding to a fixation 
target direction change (Col 4, Lines 25-37 and Col 6, Lines 20-36), Kasha, as is noted by the 
applicant (Amendment, Page 13), does not teach any type of verbal identification with respect to 
the fixation target, as is required by the presently claimed invention. Sinclair and Rorabaugh, 
also fail to identify such a change in the fixation symbol using speech. Thus, claim 19 is 
allowable over the prior art of record. 

Claims 20-25 further limit an allowable independent claim, and thus, are also allowable 
over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James S. Wozniak whose telephone number is (571) 272-7632. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 7:30-5:00, F, 7:30-4, Off Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached at (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

James S. Wozniak 
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